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1. One of the historical accomplishments of Hungarian medical rescarch would
certainly be I.P. Scmmelweis's discovery of puerperalsepsis, Prof A
Szentgvorgyy, now in the ub, discovered Vitamin C, for which he received.
the Nobel Prize.
50X1 . (
50X1 2. | antibiotics
50X1 can be produced by Hungarlan physiclans - at least in certsln situstions.
50X1 \ members of my family were operated on in Hungary,
50X1 \ L and both streptomycin and penicillin were obtained
50X1
Inot
50X1 believe streptomycin and penicillin are generally svailable without restrictions
50X1 or special permit,
3+ Prior to December-19Ll, dressing meterlals, tetanus serum, diptheris -serum,
rabies veccine, smallpox vaccins, and common drugs like aspirin asnd sulpha
prepsrations,, were available in adequate supply. We did, however, have
considerable trouble with plaster of Parls and there was a shortage of plasgtic~
base X-ray films. The plaster of Paris was available, but was of such poor
50X1 quality that it would not dry properly and did not have adequate strength for
50X1 satisfactory casts. Paper was used for X-ray films.

L [:;::;::::::]in Hungary | |I neither saw nor heard of any
electron microscope in medical use within the country. Research instruments

were normally purchased from Germany or Czechoslovakia, with a few coming from
the UK and US. In Hungary's trade agreement with Germany, medicsl instiyments
were one of the manufactured products recelved by Hungary in exchange for food
staples or products. Supplies of medical instruments and similar apparatus and
drugs for cIinical research were adequate.
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5 Patienté ‘for clinical research were derived from the hospitals, which were all
govermment-operated. There were before World War II three groups of hospitel patients,
deteiﬁiﬁed' by economic group and general status. Most of the patients for clinical
research were those belonging to the first or poorest of these groups,

6, With relation to the level of medical ﬂeseaz_'ch tode,

50X1 sure that sdequate persounel are aveilable. In 1945, there were between
11 thousand and 12 thousend physicians in Hungary, and from the four Hungarian

50X1 universities were graduating enough MDs to increase this total., This plentiful
supply was partly due to the fact that Hungary had an unusually large proportion

50X1 of its population belonging to the intelligentsia, as contrasted with the so-called

working class. Since medicine was a desirable profegsion for the educated group,
there was an emple supply of doctors. |

50X1

7. The medicel resesrch program of each Institute was supervised by the Director, usual-
- 1y a university professor, Most of these Institutes were located in Budapest, in
conjunction with the mejor Hungarian university. Other Institutes were affilisted
with the smeller universities located at Pecs, Debrecen, and Szeged., Medical re- .
search was actively carried on &t all these places » sometimes more Intensively in
the smaller universities than at Budapest. All of these institutions and their
research were goverrment-sponsored. In genersl, up until World Wer Ij medical
50X1 research was relatively up-to-dste in Hungary, as compared with other countries
including the US, but definitely declined during the period between World Wars I
50X1 and II due to lack of money. \ | the Communists have been channeling
wore money into medical research, because|  |'they are interested in
50X1 improving the general health and specific medicel services of the Hungarien people.
Insofar as special research programs esteblished in Hungary for Soviet benefit -
50X1 are concerned, |doubt that much hes been done along this line,| |
do not believe the Soviets trust the Hungarians sufficiently to inaugurate such
50X1 & program. Thils was the case with the Germens in World War II, and they d4id not
establish & single medical or pharmeceutical factory or initiate any medical re-
50X1 search in Hungery. - L : ' R _

8. Medical textbooks have been in adequate supply, with a good meny available in
- other lenguages - Germen, French, English, and Italian, However,|
very few Hungarisne could read or spe_ak

" Russien.

9. ‘ medical r‘és‘es.rchersv were allowed reletive freedom in their
cholce of methods or epproach to e problem. ‘ )

10. Correspondence with’ foreign sclentists #rg.s not restricted prior to December 194k,
end physicians and research scientists were alloved to sttend international con-
fegences and meetings. o o
11. Medical salaries were very poor, To give some ides, & country doctor seeing &t
least 50 patients each working day, received in 1944 only 180 Pengd per month °
(and he sterted practice at 160 pengb' per month). One hundred and sixty pengg
would In 19LL buy in Hungery about six pairs of shoes. Medical research salaries”
were a. little higher-a situation the reverse of that in Germeny or the US , where
- the prectitioner usually had a higher income then the researcher. - 50X1

12. Hungerien medical professors devoted full time to teaching, but also undertook
to direct medical reséarch and evaluate the results. Each professor engaged in
such research had & monthly assignment, and progress wes reported st monthly
staff meetings | | At this
same staff meeting, the next month's assignment was given. Laboratory and other
research personnel were provided by the Institute, provided the medical researcher
was of sufficilent status. Younger physacians beginning in research normelly did
thelr own laboratory work. Students in'medicine at the universities could do some
animal experimentation, of course..

e
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13." Medical students in Hungery were drawn from all. levels af sapdetx. [
\ —  Medicsl
50X1 education was Very expensive,.and there were relatiyely few scholarships.. .
50X1 . R ) ST :

1% The curricula of Hungériﬁn medical departments was about the same as those in the
50X1 . = = ‘ - =

\
50X1 \The‘complete;medical

course in Hungary required sbout six and one-half years..
15. Post-graduate medical training in Hungary was very poor, and no provisions were
made for post-graduate study in.other countries, Although there.was good train-
ing in Budapest for certification‘as,an.MD,‘and‘research work was -condugted. at the
Institutes, there was no organized post-greduate medical eyrriculum. The Institutes
provided the equivalent of post-graduate medical study only for members of their
own- staff; who were usually affiliated with their Institute for.life. -There was
no Master's Degree in Medicine, but there was such a degree given in Pharmacclogy.
There were very few PhDs in medical fieldsav'In‘the,countryside,.the.praptiﬁiener
only had availeble to him loesl meetings and medical literature to advence his .
. knowledge. Transportation problems and low income prevented the type of . commuta-
tion to places of medical activity and professional interest so common..in the -US.

16. Surgical specialty boards of examination and certification have existéd in angary
since 1896’ C L . T o - : N A :

7. Euer& medical Institﬁte'ﬁéd*é“éood'library;'includingjforeign éﬁblicatiéns,-'qermén,
English; Ameriean, and Italian, for example. ~ -, o A

18, | [the following medical Institutes existed in Budapest &t the
50X1 university (December 194k): Surgical, Internal Medicine, Pathology, Anstomy, .
Obstetrics and Gymetology, Pediatrics. The Surgical Institute comprised thires -
separate bulldings, each ‘comprising hospital (c.lSO;ESO beds), clinic, and educa-
tional facilities, and each under the direction of & professor who was like &
king in his .owvn institute domain, subject only to the Department of Heelth and
-+ Education of" the State Government.: One of these was recently established and
very small in late:l9kk. - The Institute of Internal Medicine gongisted of two .-
: hogpitel, clinie, teaching establishments,. Anﬁtomy vas in e-single building,
E and the,Institute of Obstetrics and Gynecology occupled two, :

19, Surglcel instruments vagpod:quality<were manufactured by privete enterprise in
50X1 Hungery.: Hemostats, sclssors, end similer general instruments were in ample sup-
Ply from within Hungery /Iate 19447, but special instruments such ag the opthal-
50X1, moscope, microscope, cystoscope were imported. However, these

50X1  yere.beginning to be proa ced | ]
50X1 prior to.l9hu[pH6Aﬁthoracscopes were never produced in Hungery before World
ar II; however, in 19L&, in Germany, | the first Hungarian-

" menufactured thoregefteve wes belng used in a Hungar;an hospital gt Verne.

- 50X1

20. Eharmaceuticals were made in Hungary, except penlcillin and .some of the other
50X1 later antibiotics. ( | Bungary is now [Fune 19537 producing. peni-
cillin..)’ Hungarian-menufectured sulpha preparations were particulerly good, better
on the average than those produced in Germany, : It was in this medical-pharme -
ceutical field that Hungarien medical research was best. Good work was slso done

s+ in vaccination againstwbies, | B R BV

21. In 194k, I recall speakﬁﬂg,with a Sdﬁiét prisonereof-war through an interpretér,
who told me that if hé could eapture me he would receive &:20 thousand ruble re-
ward, as physiclans were so.critically needed by the Boviets. .

22, Many Hungarian doctorsfhavé'been im@rigoned undef the Communist‘regime,'ﬁheir]
licenses taken away, and ‘others sent td the USSR. - Many doctors are. not allowed
to practice. One reason this rough trestment 1s possible is because,
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23.

2k,

25,.
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before, there was ‘(and probebly still today) a surplus  of ‘.phygicians
in Hungary. “ o IS i y)

50X1

¢ AR

Su:cgica.l procedures in Hunga.ry were generally comparable 0 those $u the US, except
for the restric‘oions imposed by inadequa’ce snuibiotics. ) ) )

The:ce was no organized medical specialiat in angsthesisa, which was u.nfortuna.te Bual-
1y, the youngest. doctor involved in the surgery, administered the anesthesm.
This was the only professicnal speclalty undifferentia‘bed ahd 1nsu1"i’iciently

~recognized as & medical emphasis of importance.

The level of psychiatry was good, following Freudian and Adlerian princ:.ples. .
Psychoanalysis was also practiced. Sodium pent ,Athol and a German-made. aquivalent
YBviean"were available., "Eviean" wms & little more dangerous than sodium pentathol ,
and-‘ deaths through its use. v .

‘-end-'
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